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SUMMARY

Emigrants from Nigeria’s poorest areas come to Accra, the capital city on the Gold Coast, and
have to brave the busy and bustling life of Western civilization. This uprooting gives rise to
psychological problems and the appearance of new divinities, the "Hauka" which reflect that
civilization’s influence. The Hauka headquarters are located in the salt market. One day, all the
sect members go into the bush for the big annual ceremony. After being introduced to a new
initiate, the "Hauka" make a public confession that is followed by a purification sacrifice. They
dance and are possessed by the Gods "Governor", "General", "Major", "Lieutenant", "Locomotive
Driver". A dog is sacrificed and its meat is cooked and consumed. At dusk, the possessions
cease. Next day, we find the possessed calm and smiling, back at their usual jobs in Accra.

Thanks to this ritual, they have found a way to integrate into the collective life of society.
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